61

Naiyayika answers that validity or invalidity is known by
inference. Validity of knowledge is inferred from its capa-
city to produce successful activity (Pravrttisamarthya), and
invalidity of knowledge from its incapacity to produce suc-
cessful activity (pravrttivisamvada). Truth leads to suc-
cessful action, and error to unsuccessful action. Practical
efficiency and practical inefficiency are the test of truth
and error by which they are known (PramanyagrahQ).
Correspondence is the content of truth, but workability is
is its criterion. Non-correspondence is the content of
error, but unworkability is its criterion.4 Vatsyayana says,
"an object is known through an instrument of knowledge;

its validity is known by its workability". There is niither
valid knowledge of an object without a pramana nor' suc-
cessful action without valid knowledge of it.5 Valid know-
ledge generated by pramana produces successful action
from which its validity is Inferred.

-Sr-

What is Pravrttisamarthya which determines ,t'he
validity of knowledge ? Vatsyayana explains it as the ful-
filment of activity promoted by the knowledge of an object.
Pravrtt/ means effort or activity; samarthya attainment of
frution by activity; pravrtti samarthya the knowledge of
action ending in frution or fruitfui action.6 The validity of
knowledge of an object, which was not frequently known
before, is known by a fruitful action. But the validity of
an object, which was frequently known before, is known
from a similar mark even before it produces a successful
action.7 Action depends upon the knowledge of an object,
but not upon the knowledge of its validity. Even doubt
about an object gives rise to action. Valid knowledge is in
harmony with the real character of Its object; and capable
of producing a successful action, invalid knowledge 5s in
disharmony with the real nature of its object and incapable
of prompting a successful action.8 The doctrine of extrin-
sic validity of S<nowledge, as the Nyaya thinks, does not
involve infinite regress. The validity of knowledge is deter-
mined by the knowledge of successful action, which does
not require determination of its validity by another success-
fu! action, because it has realised its end, and is not tainted